1914]     THE   BATTLE  JOINED   Itf  THE   WEST

part of Sordet's cavalry was then across the Sambre
and in touch with the Belgian right somewhere near
the field of Waterloo. On the 17th, Kluck reached
the Gette with three corps flanked by two cavalry
divisions. During the morning of the 18th the river
was forced at Haelen and Diest, and by the evening
its whole line was in German hands. There was
nothing for the Belgian command but to retreat
behind the Dyle and seek sanctuary. It withdrew,
therefore, on the 19th, and by the 20th, as Brialmont
had always foreseen, was inside the Antwerp forts,
leaving the open city of Brussels to the enemy. On
the 20th, M. Mas, the burgomaster of the capital,
arranged with the Germans for a peaceful occupation.

The occupation in force did not last long, for
Kluck had no time for parades. On the morning
of the 21st the bulk of the I. Army was swinging
south-westwards from Brussels, having reached the
line Grammont-Enghien-Hal-Braine-rAlleud; while
the whole of von der Marwitz's cavalry moved west-
wards in the general direction of Lille, looking for
Sir John French. Kluck's huge wheel was behind
the German time-table, but far in advance of his
opponents' expectation.

Billow's II. Army had less ground to cover. We
have seen that on the 12th he had seized the bridge
at Huy, and was rapidly transferring part of his
troops to the left bank of the Meuse. On the morn-
ing of the 21st he had the better part of five corps
north of that river, with their right in touch with
Kluck about Genappe, their centre at Gembloux,
and their left a mile or two from Narmir. Meantime
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